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One of Georgia's most outstanding personalities is John Brown
Gordon who served as governor of the state from 1886 to 1890. This
presentation is a study of his administration, centering on his main
concerns and accomplishments, and the status of blacks during his four
years as chief executive of the state.
In making this inquiry, the writer relied heavily on the Georgia
Executive Minutes, Journals of the Georgia House of Representatives and
Senate, significant state laws, and the Atlanta Constitution, a daily
newspaper, all of which can be found at the Georgia State Department of
Archives and History located in Atlanta.
Special collections used in the study were the Henry W. Grady Papers
located at the State Department of Archives and History, and the Henry W.
Grady Scrapbooks at Atlanta's Emory University Woodruff Library. The
Grady Papers and Scrapbooks furnished invaluable information; Grady was
Gordon's gubernatorial campaign manager in 1886.
In addition, secondary works, articles in scholarly journals, and
theses and a dissertation which contained information directly and




The most illustrious soldier from Georgia to serve in the Con¬
federate army during the Civil War and later United States senator and
governor of the state, John Brown Gordon, was born in Upson County on
February 6, 1832. He was the fourth of twelve children of Zachariah
and Malinda Cox Gordon.^ After attending the elementary and secondary
schools of Upson and Walker counties, Gordon entered the University of
Georgia in 1851, where he was placed in the sophomore class because of
his outstanding performance on the entrance examination. Although listed
as a member of the class of 1853, he did not graduate.^
In 1853 Gordon went to Atlanta where he privately studied law in
the office of Basil H. Overby and Logan E. Bleckley and in 1854, before
reaching the age of nineteen, was admitted to the bar and joined the
Overby and Bleckley law firm as a junior partner. As a member of the
firm, he handled only minor cases while the more important ones were
handled by the two senior partners.
Becoming dissatisfied with his law practice, in 1855 Gordon moved
to Milledgeville, the state capital at that time, where he found
^Al len P. Tankersley, John Brown Gordon: A Study in Gallantry
(Atlanta: Whitehall Press, 1955), p. 19.
2lbid., pp. 30-34; 53.
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employment with a newspaper as a legislative reporter covering the
sessions of the General Assembly. He held this position for four
months from November 5, 1855 to March 1, 1856 and subsequently went to
assist his father in the coal mining industry in the mountains of
extreme northwest Georgia and northeast Alabama.^
While Gordon was working with his father in the mountains, the
Civil War broke out. Gordon showed his loyalty by enlisting in the
Confederate Army at the start of the hostilities and was elected captain
of a company of mountaineers, the Raccoon Roughs of Alabama, even though
he was totally inexperienced in martial affairs.
Despite his lack of experience, Gordon proved himself to be an
exceptionally able leader and was promoted to the rank of lieutenant
colonel of the Sixth Alabama Regiment in December, 1861 and on April 28,
1862, to colonel. He did not engage in any serious fighting until his
confrontation with the federal forces at Seven Pines in which his
regiment was defeated, and later against the opposition at Malvern Hill.^
At Sharpsburg in 1862, he was shot five times before he collapsed
unconscious on the battlefield.^ Gordon was promoted in rank to brigadier
general in November of that same year with command over a Georgia
brigade. He led this brigade in the Chancellorsville and Pennsylvania
campaigns. In May 1864, after he had led a victorious fight against the
federal army at Spottsylvania Court House, he was promoted to lieutenant
3lbid., p. 75.
'^William J. Northen, Men of Mark in Georgia (Spartanburg, S.C.:
The Reprint Company, Publishers, 1974), IV, 509.
Sibid., pp. 509-11.
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general. During the battle that turned the Confederacy into a Lost
Cause, Gordon earned the title "Hero of Appomattox" because of his
efforts to keep the federal forces from penetrating the Confederate
lines. However, the General's attempts were futile and ended with the
surrender of the Confederate army at Appomattox Court House in April
1865.6
After the war in 1865, Gordon went to Brunswick, Georgia but
returned to Atlanta in 1867. In 1868, he became a member and Grand
Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan which had moved into the state that same
year.^ However, in 1871, Gordon denied any knowledge of the Klan when
he testified before a congressional investigating committee. In the
same investigation, Gordon did admit to knowing about a secret organi¬
zation in Georgia and indicated that he had joined it and had indeed
become the leader of the group. In reference to the unnamed organization,
Gordon further stated: "We never called it Ku Klux, and therefore I do
O
not know anything about Ku Klux."
In denying his participation, Gordon was merely protecting the
organization, because despite his attempts during his testimony to dis¬
associate his secret organization from that of the Klan, the evidence
shows that the two were identical. This is obvious based upon the war
hero's elaboration on the purposes of his unnamed group which parallels
6john B. Gordon, Reminiscences of the Civil War (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1903), p. 428.
^Stanley F. Horn, Invisible Empire: The Story of the Ku Klux Klan,
1866-1871 (Montclair, N.J.: Patterson Smith, 1969), p. 170.
6u.S. Congress, The Testimony Taken by the Joint Select Committee
to Inquire into the Conditions of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary
States (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1872), VI, 3l0.
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those of the Klan's. Gordon said that his group was formed for the
purpose of self-protection of which property holders and the "best,
peaceful, and law-abiding citizens" belonged. He further stated that
the members were concerned with self-protection because the alleged
activities of the recently emancipated and enfranchised blacks
frightened or alarmed whites. He indicated that it was felt that the
Union or Loyal League, which was involved in voter registration drives
among the blacks, urged or encouraged the freedmen to rise up against
their former masters and oppressors since they had gained their freedom
and were assured of being protected against retaliation by the Republican
authorities and the military. Gordon said that this was manifested in
the increase in crime and instances where overseers had been driven
from plantations. The disavowed Grand Dragon of the Klan also pointed
out in his testimony that whites were further fearful of blacks when
they began asserting their right to hold or own property for their own
benefit, which was also attributed to Union League activity.^
Thus before reaching the age of forty, Gordon had led an eventful
life. In 1851, his exceptional intelligence enabled him to be placed in
the sophomore class at the start of his incompleted college education,
followed in 1853 by his privately studying law and being admitted to the
bar in one year. He was largely unsuccessful and dissatisfied with his
law practice; however, after having abandoned this career, he found
success when he and his father became involved in the coal mining
industry. Starting in 1860, Gordon was gradually emerging as one of the
most prominent citizens in the state of Georgia. As a result of his
^Ibid., p. 340.
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meritorious service in the Civil War, he won the hearts of all Southerners
and, later became a member and leader in one of the most subversive
organizations in the history of the United States.
CHAPTER II
POLITICAL AND BUSINESS ACTIVITY
PRIOR TO 1886
Although the South suffered defeat in 1865, Gordon emerged as a
hero and remained loyal to the Democratic party. Thus in 1868, he
accepted the nomination for governor from the revived Democratic party
almost a year after his return to Atlanta. The General, however, was
not the first candidate chosen by the party. There were two other men
selected by the Democrats as candidates. Judges Augustus Reese and
David Irwin, who had to withdraw their names as candidates because they
were declared ineligible under the Fourteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution. Gordon was the third and final nominee from the
party who was able to remain as a candidate because he had not held
public office prior to his participation on the side of the Confederacy
in the Civil War. However, he was defeated in his first political race
by Rufus B. Bullock, the Republican candidate.H
lOpeese and Irwin took an oath to support the Constitution when
they were sworn in as judges prior to the Civil War. However, since
they continued to serve in the capacity as judges under the Confederacy,
they were prohibited from holding any civil, military, or political
office after the war as provided by Section 3 of the XIV Amendment which
was adopted in 1868.
11 Elizabeth Studley Nathans, Losing the Peace: Georgia Republicans
and Reconstruction, 1865-1871 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1968), p. 93.
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Gordon's second bid for political office occurred in 1873 when he
sought election as U.S. senator from Georgia. On January 21 of that
year, the Georgia House of Representatives and Senate voted separately
to elect a U.S. senator from a field of candidates which included Gordon.
None of the candidates nominated received a majority in either body. So
on the following day the House and Senate met in a joint session to
continue the election. For the first five ballots, no one had a
majority; however, on the sixth ballot, Gordon received 112 of the 205
votes cast, giving him a clear majority. He was declared duly elected
to represent the state in the U.S. Senate for a term of six years
beginning March 4, 1873 and ending March 4, 1879.^2
Upon his election, Gordon became a member of the Bourbon Triumvirate
that controlled Georgia politics after the overthrow of Reconstruction
for eighteen years, from 1872 until 1890. During this time either
Gordon, from March 4, 1873 to May 18, 1880, or Joseph E. Brown from
May 26, 1880 to March 4, 1891, occupied one of the state's places in the
U.S. Senate; and after 1883, Alfred H. Colquitt from March 4, 1883 to
March 4, 1894, the third member of the Triumvirate, held the other. For
the major part of the same period, Colquitt, from January 12, 1877 to
November 4, 1882, or Gordon from November 9, 1886 to November 8, 1890,
served as governor of the state.^3
^^Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia
at the Annual Session of the General Assembly, Cotmienced at Atlanta,
January 8, 1873 (Atlanta. 1873), pp. 155-56.
^^C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913 (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1971), pp. 14-15.
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Brown was the powerful Civil War governor of Georgia from November
6, 1857 to June 17, 1865, who became a millionaire after the war as a
result of his involvement in the railroad and mining industries and
from operating a convict lease campJ^ Colquitt was a representative of
the wealthy planter class who also participated in some of the profitable
industrial activity in the stateJ5 Gordon was neither a wealthy
industrialist nor planter. However, he too participated in the state's
lucrative industrial activity, as well as holding an interest in a
convict lease camp;^® although he was never as successful as Brown and
Colquitt in his pursuits.
Gordon was in the Senate almost a year before he made his first
formal speech on January 20, 1874 which concerned the cheap money issue.
He said that if the government would distribute more money among the
people, "millions of greenbacks now hoarded would return to circulation."
He further stated that if such an action was taken by the government,
the people of the country, especially those living in the South who were
"debt-burdened" as a result of the Civil War, would be getting much needed
relief, preventing them from meeting the fate of "ruin and bankruptcy.
14will iam B. Hesseltine and Larry Gara, "Georgia's Confederate
Leaders After Appomattox," Georgia Historical Quarterly XXXV (1951), 7-8;
Derrell Roberts, "Joseph E. Brown and the Convict Lease," Georgia
Historical Quarterly, XLIV (1960), 399-400.
^^Woodward, "Tom Watson and the Negro in Agrarian Politics," Journal
of Southern History, IV (February 1938), 15.
^^Ibid.; Idem, Tom Watson; Agrarian Rebel (Savannah; The Beehive
Press, 1973), pp. 102-103; 215.
^^Alice Dunbar, "The Political Life of John Brown Gordon, 1865-1880,"
(M.A. thesis, Emory University, 1939), p. 51.
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On February 13, 1874, the Georgia Senator further said that the
people of the South and West should take some of the existing bank
circulation of the East and organize banks in their sections. He also
stated his belief that "the currency should be funded on the credit of
the government itself." In defense of the issue of cheap money, Gordon
ended his remarks by saying that "in a new and growing country there was
greater disaster from insufficiency of money than from an abundant supply.
As a senator, Gordon expressed a deep interest in reducing the
expenses of government. This was specifically indicated in his bills
which dealt primarily with salary reductions. On January 8, 1874, he
introduced a bill which was prompted by a Congressional act of March 1873
increasing the salaries of the President, Vice President, Supreme Court
Justices, Speaker, Senators, and Representatives (Salary Grab). For
instance, the act raised the salary of a Congressman from $5000 a year
to $7500. This legislation caused much controversy because it applied to
the preceding Congress resulting in some Congressmen seeking retroactive
pay or compensation.
Gordon's bill concerning the matter provided that Senators, Repre¬
sentatives, and Delegates to the Forty-third Congress elected or chosen
prior to December 1873 should receive compensation at a rate of $7500 for
the year ending March 3, 1874. Also, the bill provided that the same
indicated persons of the Congress should receive compensation at the
rate of $2500 for the year ending March 3, 1875.
On January 9, 1874, the Senator offered an amendment to the bill which
provided that department heads who received more than $2000 should receive
ISibid., p. 52.
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a 25 per cent salary reduction. In addition, his amendment stipulated
that Senators, Representatives, and Delegates should receive traveling
expenses instead of mileage pay.^9
Gordon offered another amendment concerning salary reductions on
January 12 of the same year. The amendment specifically provided that
commissioned officers of the army and navy whose salaries had been
increased since the Civil War from $3500 to $5000 should be reduced by
10 per cent. Secondly, it provided that the pay of the Inspector
General, Quartermaster General, Commanding General, Adjutant General
and Conmodore of the Navy should not exceed $5000 per year during peace,
with the exception of mileage payments. As the third provision, the
pay of the Lieutenant General of the Army and Vice Admiral of the Navy
should not exceed during peace $7000 a year, also, with the exception of
mileage payments. Furthermore, the General of the Army and the Admiral
of the Navy would receive salaries that would not exceed $10,000 annually.
Also, the measure provided that the salary of the President of the
United States should be $25,000 a year. And, finally, the amendment
stipulated that the appropriations for the expenses of the presidential
mansion should be reduced by $25,000. The amendment was acted upon as
follows: that part relating to the salaries of the army officers
passed by a vote of 47 to 9 and that part concerning the salary of the
president and the expenses of the executive mansion was voted against.20
The measure was approved in the House of Representatives.21
^^Congressional Record, 43rd Cong., 1st sess., 1873, pp. 1136; 1143.
20lbid., pp. 1157; 1161.
2Tjournal of the House of Representatives of the United States being
the First Session of the Forty-Third Congress, begun and held at the City
of Washington December 1, 1873 (Washington, 1873), p. 152.
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The Georgia Senator was especially concerned with civil service
reform of which he felt the revenue department needed urgently. On
March 7, 1876, Gordon had a resolution introduced to amend the revenue
laws to secure "economy and certainty" in the collection of internal
revenue and prevent the occurrences of frauds. His bill, which was
formally introduced on March 9, read:
Whereas, the frequent enormous frauds committed by
the Distillers and Government officials have deprived
the Government of a large portion of its legitimate
revenue and brought disrepute upon an important
branch of the public service, and wherein the
interests of the people and the good name of the
government demand that Congress shall take immediate
steps to amend the laws as to secure economy and
honesty in the collection of internal revenue, therefore
Resolved: That the Committee on Finance be instructed
to ascertain if possible what the defects in the
present system are, and what legislation is necessary
to remedy the defects and to inquire
First: Whether it is advisable to amend the laws to
levy the whiskey tax upon the capacity of the fermenting
tubs and require it to be collected in advance, and
Second: To create a corps of excise to hold office
indefinitely, removable only for incapacity or
malfeasance in office.22
In reference to the bill, Gordon indicated that if such a measure
had been taken or adopted in 1871, it would have been impossible for
the whiskey frauds to have occurred and would have "saved the Govern¬
ment enough money to build a Pacific Railroad." He further said that
the dishonest government officials were to blame for the embarrassing
situation in 1871. He urged that "we must ascertain the defects which
make such frauds possible and apply the remedy."23
22congressional Record, 43 Cong., 1 sess., p. 1579.
23ibid.
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According to Alice Dunbar, "Gordon's bill made an impression upon
the whole country. The Republican and Independent newspapers of the
North were forced to commend his views." She points out that one
northern paper specifically said that "it [Gordon's bill] was the 'first
notable demonstration in the direction of civil service reform from high
Democratic authority.'" Another Republican newspaper stated: 'There
never has been brought to the attention of Congress a proposition of
civil service reform so practical and thorough.' Dunbar concludes:
"Gordon made himself by his advocacy of civil service reform an out¬
standing southern statesman..."24
After the Civil War there was much railroad construction in the
United States, which proved to be very expensive. In order to help the
railroads, the government gave both money and public lands to help ease
the financial burden. In 1862 and 1864 there were two acts passed which
authorized the construction of a transcontinental railroad. The govern¬
ment, in aid to the involved railroads or lines, for example the Union
Pacific and the Central Pacific, loaned bonds at the rate of $16,000 a
mile for the part that crossed the plains, $32,000 a mile for the part
in the hill country, and $48,000 a mile for the mountains. To secure
the loan, a second mortgage was taken out on the property and the two
main lines were completed in 1869.25
However, in 1877, the railroads were deeply in debt and plans were
introduced by various Congressmen whereby the roads could repay the
^^Dunbar, "Gordon, 1865-1880," pp. 59-60.
25j. G. Randall and David Donald, The Civil War and Reconstruction
(Boston: D. C. Heath and Co., 1961), p. 289.
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government. Gordon presented his bill on January 12, of that same year,
which provided that a sinking fund be created for the liquidation of the
government bonds loaned to the lines involved. This plan was read twice
and referred to the Committee on Rail roads.
Gordon was reelected to another six year term as U.S. Senator from
Georgia in 1878 to serve from March 4, 1879 to March 4, 1885.27 However,
he resigned in 1880, after serving only one year of his new term. His
letter of resignation, dated May 18, sent to Governor Colquitt of Georgia
read simply: "Sir: I hereby tender my resignation as United States
Senator from Georgia."28
Since Congress would end some time in June, leaving only three weeks
more of service in the convening session of the Senate, and the Georgia
Legislature would not convene until the following fall. Governor Colquitt
faced the task of appointing a man to fill the unexpired term until the
State Legislature could either confirm the appointment or choose another
individual. However, Colquitt first made an effort to persuade Gordon
to reconsider his resignation before he made his selection of a replace¬
ment:
28congressiona1 Record, 44th Cong., 2nd sess., p. 589.
Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia
at the Annual Session of the General Assembly, Cormienced at Atlanta,
November 6, 1878 (Atlanta, 1878), p. 156.
28Atlanta Constitution, May 20, 1880.
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Gen. John B. Gordon
Washington, D.C.
In behalf of the people of Georgia I beg that you
recall your resignation. If you cannot do so
unconditionally, withhold it at least until the
meeting of the General Assembly.
Alfred H. Colquitt.^^
Upon receiving Colquitt's letter, Gordon replied: "In response to your
flattering request that I withdraw my resignation, I beg to say that,
though anxious to oblige, I feel constrained to decline.
Even though some considered Gordon's resignation sudden, his
friends, on the other hand, knew of his decision long before his official
announcement. He had intimated to them that his wife and children needed
more money than he was making as a U.S. Senator. He also stated that he
had an offer to go to Oregon to take charge of some mining and railroad
interests.
To replace Gordon in the Senate, Colquitt appointed Joseph E. Brown32
who, in Colquitt's opinion, "possessed more wisdom and foresight than
anyone else he knew."33 when first notified by the governor. Brown
declined; however, after some consideration, he finally decided to accept
the appointment.34
^^Georgia, Governor's Letter Books, 1877-1871, Alfred H. Colquitt,
Governor, p. 421.
30lbid., May 23, 1880.
31 Ibid., May 20, 1880.
^^Herbert Fielder, A Sketch of the Life and Times and Speeches of
Joseph E. Brown (Springfield, Mass.: Press of Springfield Printing
Company, 1883), p. 521.
33Atlanta Constitution, May 24, 1880.
34ibid.
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After the announcement of Brown's appointment as the new U.S.
Senator from Georgia, a rumor was circulated accusing the members of
the Triumvirate--Gordon, Brown, and Colquitt—of making a deal. Accord¬
ing to the rumor, Gordon allegedly resigned because he was assured that
Brown and Colquitt could secure for him the presidency of the Nashville
and Chattanooga and the Western and Atlantic Railroads. In turn. Brown
would be appointed U.S. Senator, while Colquitt, on the other hand,
would receive the support of Brown and Gordon in his bid for reelection
as governor of Georgia.However, all three men said that the report
was untrue. Gordon specifically said that, "Brown had nothing to give."36
Governor Colquitt disregarded all further criticism and adhered to his
decision.
Despite the denial by the Triumvirate that a deal had been made
among themselves, it appears that each needed the help of the other to
get what he wanted in 1880.37 Brown was a candidate for the U.S. Senate
in 1876. However, he was defeated because he was considered a traitor
to the state and the Democratic party when he openly supported the
Republicans during Reconstruction.^^ In 1880, Brown still wanted to be
U.S. Senator from the state. Colquitt's term of office as governor of
Georgia was nearing an end and he wanted to seek reelection in 1880.
3^Ibid., May 25, 1880.
36lbid., May 27, 1880.
37will iam Anderson, "The Resignation of John Brown Gordon from the




Finally, Gordon wanted to resign from the U.S. Senate in 1880 to seek
more gainful employment.
How successful each man was in accomplishing his goal depended on
the actions of Colquitt and as soon as Gordon resigned from his seat in
the U.S. Senate, in 1880, Colquitt appointed Brown to fill the vacancy.
In turn Brown helped secure Gordon employment with the Georgia Central
Railroad.Finally, to complete the agreement, Gordon and Brown agreed
to help Colquitt in his bid for reelection.
Gordon's participation in business started when he and his father
became involved in a profitable coal mining industry in northwest and
northeast Alabama. However, he enlisted in the Confederate army at the
start of the Civil War in 1861 and just as the South was unsuccessful
in furthering its cause, so can Gordon's business ventures be described
after 1865.
Immediately following the war in 1865, Gordon went to the South
Georgia town of Brunswick to operate some lumber mills, but because of
lack of business, he looked for employment in other areas. Consequently,
in 1867, he returned to Atlanta to become president of the Southern Life
Insurance Company and from the beginning of its establishment, the
company had financial difficulties. In 1870, Gordon's company started
publishing a farm journal entitled The Plantation which promoted life
insurance and agriculture. Publication of the journal ceased in 1872 and
in 1876 the insurance company declared bankruptcy and folded. Following
this unsuccessful venture, Gordon became involved with the University
Publishing Company which was a book firm specializing in the publication
39lbid., 441.
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of textbooks that were not negative towards the South or the states
that joined the Confederacy during the Civil War. This company even¬
tually met the same fate as the insurance company.'^®
In 1880, Gordon went to work for the Georgia Central Railroad and
resigned from this in 1883 to give full attention to the International
Railroad and Steamship Company which was a scheme to make Florida the
"great commerical center of the western world." However, this venture
was short-1ived.^^ Gordon continued his involvement in numerous un¬
successful money-making schemes after the preceding business failed.^2
It appears that Gordon was more successful in obtaining political
office than he was in business prior to 1886. Although he was defeated
in his first bid for elective office in 1868, he was elected twice to
the U.S. Senate, first in 1873 and again in 1878. Specifically con¬
cerning his business activity, before the Civil War he was largely
successful. However, after the Civil War in 1865, practically all of
his business ventures were unsuccessful and short-lived.
^^Tankersley, Gordon, pp. 316-16; 322.
Woodward, Agrarian Rebel, pp. 102-103.
^^idem, "Tom Watson," 15.
CHAPTER III
GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA, 1886-1890
When Gordon resigned from the United States Senate in 1880, his
involvement in political affairs ended while he sought more gainful
employment. His quest for financial betterment ended in 1886 when he
decided to reenter politics by seeking election as governor of Georgia.
In order to be a candidate in the 1886 gubernatorial election,
Gordon first had to be nominated by the Democratic party, his political
affiliation. His chief opponent for the party's nomination was
Augustus 0. Bacon, the former Speaker of the Georgia House of Repre¬
sentatives who had unsuccessfully sought the nomination for governor
in 1883. Since that time, however. Bacon had been building up his
organization until he had nearly fifteen-hundred former members of the
legislature scattered in every county of the state working for him.^3
Henry W. Grady, editor of the Atlanta Constitution, did not
support Bacon. However, he was aware that Bacon could easily win the
Democratic nomination because of his organization. These fifteen-
hundred former legislators had control of their respective county
delegations and could dictate to them how they should vote. Two county




delegations had already been instructed to vote for Bacon when Grady
revealed his plan to help elect Gordon as the next governor of Georgia,
although the State Democratic party committee had not assembled to
authorize such a proceeding by the counties involved.
In order to overcome Bacon's strong organization, Grady decided to
capitalize on Gordon's image as a hero and a most outspoken defender of
the Confederacy. Specifically, his plan entailed getting the support of
Georgia's Confederate veterans behind his candidate by appealing to their
emotions, thereby awakening their memories of the Lost Cause. Grady
believed that the mere presence of former Confederate President Jefferson
Davis and General Gordon together would accomplish this.
There was going to be an unveiling of the Benjamin H. Hill monument
in Atlanta in the spring of 1886, and Grady persuaded the monument com¬
mittee to invite Davis to the affair as evidenced by the following
correspondence sent to the former Confederate Chief Executive:




Learning that you are at an early day to deliver an
address at Montgomery, Ala., the B. H. Hill Monument Com.
have instructed me to invite you to come to Atlanta and
address the people of Ga. on the occasion of unveiling
the statue of the late Senator B. H. Hill. We presume
in this request somewhat upon your well known love and
admiration for Georgia's great son. You need no
assurance that it would above all things delight Mrs. Hill,
and that the people of this city and of the whole state
would rejoice in the opportunity of extending to you a
44ibid.
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cordial welcome. No date has been fixed for the
ceremony, and any day that might suit you would




Davis accepted the invitation and Grady later wrote him thanking him
for his "kindness."46
The correspondence and advance publicity mentioned only that Davis
would be the central figure at the affair, but Grady felt he could
arrange for Gordon to be noticed. Thousands of veterans were expected
to attend the ceremony, especially to see the former Confederate Presi¬
dent. Grady was confident that the veterans would respond enthusiasti¬
cally at the sight of Davis and Gordon together, so much so that they
would determine the outcome of the gubernatorial election. On the day
of the unveiling the veterans responded to Gordon in a hearty manner as
revealed in the following news article detailing the May 1 ceremony:
The unveiling of the Benjamin H. Hill monument and
the presence of ex-President Davis in Atlanta...
Saturday, brought together a big crowd of old
soldiers and revived the sentiments and old love
for the 'lost cause' and its leaders. Next to
Davis and Hill, General John B. Gordon... [were]
the centers of attraction. Especially was General
Gordon and many were the shouts and hurrahs which
rent the air for Gordon for Georgia's next Governor.
The Gordon [campaign] was given a mighty impetus and
is almost sure to result in bringing him out as a
candidate. Almost every old soldier and their sons
will go solidly for him.47
45Dunbar Rowland, Jefferson Davis, Constitutionalist: His Letters,
Papers and Speeches (Jackson, Miss.: Department of Archives and History,
1928), IX, 409.
46lbid., 413.
47Atlanta Constitution, May 9, 1886.
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Grady made plans for Gordon's big moment later in the day. He
wanted to make sure that Gordon's candidacy was announced by the
veterans so he asked his friend and former employer, Melville Dwinell,
to announce that Gordon would make a speech later that night at the
Kimball House where many of the veterans had assembled. When Dwinell
made the announcement the veterans immediately demanded to see Gordon.
The General finally made an appearance but declined to speak. Then,
almost instantaneously, the veterans circulated the rumor among them¬
selves and eventually publicly that Gordon was going to run for
governor.
Gordon made formal announcement of his candidacy at his home in
Dekalb County on May 8 and the following statement was printed in the
newspapers:
To the people of Georgia: After much reflection I
have decided to become a candidate for nomination by
the democratic party of Georgia for the office of
Governor. This decision has not been reached without
sober thought and full consideration. For many months
past personal and political friends have urged me to
become a candidate. From every section of the state, and
from all classes and former divisions in the party, these
requests have come. I have hesitated and waited,
because I desired to know whether the wish was general
with the people. Of this I can no longer entertain a
doubt. The evidences which have reached me... of the
desire of the people, have profoundly stirred my heart
and satisfied me of my duty...49
Along with his printed statement appeared an open letter to Bacon,
his chief contender for the party's nomination, concerning primary
elections:
48Raymond B. Nixon, Henry W. Grady: Spokesman of the New South
(New York: Russell and Russell, 1943), p. 229.




Honorable A. 0. Bacon
Macon, Ga.
Dear Sir:
Neither of us ought to desire--and I certainly do
not—to become the candidate of the democratic people
of Georgia. I know of but one way of ascertaining
infallibly that will, and that is by the democratic
method of placing votes in a ballot box. The plan of
calling together meetings at the courthouse, appointing
a chairman, who, in turn, appoints a committee to select
delegates, may or may not represent the will of the
people. Doubtless, in many cases, delegates thus
selected represent precisely the reverse of the popular
will. I ask, therefore, that you unite with me in a
letter to the executive committee, soon to meet, request¬
ing that a committee to recommend primary elections in
every county in this state, in order that the will of
the people may be surely ascertained.
Very respectfully yours,
John B. GordonSO
The advocacy of primary elections in the counties was one of the
most important features of the "Grady-Gordon" strategy because they knew
that if primary elections were held, Bacon would not receive the
nomination; his connections in the various counties would be of no
help to him because the people would decide or choose the Democratic
nominee for governor. Apparently, Bacon realized this as can be
inferred from his printed reply to Gordon concerning the matter:
...As I understand it, the custom of the party in
this state has been for the executive committee to
fix the date and place for the assembling of the
convention and the basis of representation. The
counties have always been left to decide for them¬
selves the manner in which they should choose their
delegates. Some of them have adopted the plan of
primary elections, and others have made their
SOlbid.
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selections of delegates through the means of mass
meetings. I believe the people of the several
counties are fully capable of determining for
themselves which plan is best adapted to their
convenience and the proper ascertainment of the
popular preference. Whenever they choose to
resort to a primary election their action will
meet with my full approval. Whenever, on the
contrary, they decide to meet altogether in open
mass-meeting, I shall acquiesce in their action.
I believe that the Democratic voters of the
several counties can determine better than the
executive committee, or perhaps better than you or
myself, the mode best suited to the situation of
their several communities. The only office of the
executive committee is to supply the need of a head
to the organization.
With that accomplished, I favor the largest liberty
of action to the people and the smallest constraint
or dictation by either committees or candidates.
At the time of Gordon's printed announcement, Grady assumed
personal command of his campaign. His first action was the mailing
of a lithographed letter with the former Confederate General's
signature which gave the impression to the recipient of such letter
that Gordon himself had sent it. In addition, Grady sent personal
letters to influential individuals throughout the state with whom he was
acquainted asking them to support the effort to elect Gordon as the
state's next governor. Such a letter was sent to Colonel William H.
Harrison in Lumpkin, dated May 11, 1886:
My dear Tip;--
Cant you help out Gordon while you in Stewant. [sic]
I know that you can do him a great of good if you will,
and you may rest assured it will not hurt you to do it.
Our advices from all over the state are overwhelming in
his favor, and it looks to me like a cyclone. I have
^^Milledgeville Union Recorder, May 18, 1886.
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never yet been fooled very badly and I don't think
I am this time. Help him out in Stewart and the
reward of the just will be yours.
Very truly yours,
H. W. Grady52
Since Bacon refused to join Gordon in requesting county primaries,
Grady had to find another way of capturing the nomination for his
candidate. He dispatched some of his fellow Gordon supporters through¬
out the state. One of his fieldmen was Frank O'Bryan, an Atlanta
attorney, who was assigned to go to Elberton for the county convention.
Grady gave him two notes--one to each of the leading politicians in
the county. He accordingly instructed O'Bryan: "If you find that No. 1
is for Gordon, give him the note... otherwise, see No. 2. He's bound
to be against No. 1."53
In his letter to the sympathetic county politicians, Grady gave the
following instructions:
... station one-armed or one-legged Confederate
veterans at all street corners to enlist the
attendance of other veterans in the county at a
caucus one hour before the convention opened. If
it developed at the preliminary meeting that the
convention was certain to go for Gordon, the
veterans were to allow the delegates to be named
immediately. However, if the sentiment was for
Bacon, the veterans were to demand a primary and
stall for time until Gordon could come into the
county.54





"Whenever Gordon spoke in a county before the decision was revealed,
either in a convention or at a primary, the effect usually was dis¬
astrous for the opponent. He 'argued to the jury while Bacon argued
to the court.' Though Bacon had also served in the Confederate Army,
his record lacked the glamor of the handsome, scarfaced general's." In
addition, Grady arranged for crippled veterans, and the widows and
orphans of veterans, to be placed in conspicuous seats at Gordon's
rallies, such was the case in Americus on May 12 when a wagon full of
one-legged Confederate veterans attended one of the General's speaking
engagements carrying a sign which read: ONE LEG ONLY, BUT WILL GET
THERE ALL THE SAME.^^ This created the impression that the former
Confederates were unanimously behind Gordon.56
As campaign manager for Gordon, Grady not only concerned himself
with planning his strategy so that Gordon could win the nomination, he
had to counter attacks made against his candidate by influential
Georgians like Rebecca Felton, who supported Bacon, Gordon's opponent.
Mrs. Felton attempted to discredit Gordon in letters she wrote and had
printed in the newspapers. She noted that Gordon had never satisfactorily
explained his resignation from the U.S. Senate in 1880, contending it
was planned by Gordon, Brown, and Colquitt. She also revealed that she
had discovered some letters that vaguely implied that Gordon worked for
the railroad interests while in the United States Senate.57
55Atlanta Constitution. May 13, 1886.
56Nixon, Grady, p. 232.
57Rebecca Latimer Felton, My Memoirs of Georgia Politics (Atlanta:
The Index Printing Company, 1911), p. 630.
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Grady used his Atlanta Constitution to counter attacks made against
Gordon. His printed editorials conceded that Gordon had made some
mistakes in public, but that he was not corruptible. And, generally,
all of the Atlanta Constitution accounts of campaign activities dealt
with Gordon in a positive manner and Bacon negatively.58
At the State Democratic Convention which met in Atlanta on July 28,
Gordon was nominated for governor by a practically unanimous vote;
Gordon 322 and Bacon 10.^^ He was elected without opposition at the
fall election and was inaugurated on November 8, 1886;50 thus beginning
his reign as chief executive of Georgia which would last for four years
As governor of Georgia, Gordon's main accomplishments and concerns
were in the areas of penal reform, education and finances. His interest
in penal reform was shared by one of his critics, Rebecca Felton, who
only a week before Gordon's inauguration as governor and prior to his
first message to the General Assembly, which partly concerned penal
reform, addressed the state legislature specifically concerning the
convict lease system. In her address, she elaborated on the poor, un¬
healthy, and cruel conditions in the camps: women, children, and men
all sharing the same overcrowded accommodations; cruel and inhumane
punishment; and the spread of disease. She specifically felt that the
^^Atlanta Constitution, June to July, 1886.
59lbid., July 29, 1886.
50Georgia, Executive Minutes (1886).
51Gordon was renominated by acclamation for Democratic nominee in
August 1888 and was easily elected to another two-year term at the fall
election making his term of office as Governor of Georgia last from
November 8, 1886 to November 7, 1890.
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women should be separated from the men and that a separate institution
be established for the children.®^
In his first message to the General Assembly in December, Gordon
urged the body to enact legislation which would improve the convict
lease system. He listed the shortcomings of the lease system as it then
existed, which encompassed the same problems that Mrs. Felton cited in
her address to the body. First, the governor noted that the system
placed financial gain above or before the concern for the prisoners.
Secondly, he stated that the convicts received punishment beyond what
was provided or imposed by law and the courts. Thirdly, it was noted
that the prisoners could not receive proper medical attention or be
separated according to classes, sexes, and conditions under the existing
system. It was further indicated that the chances for reformation or
rehabilitation was minimal under the system. Finally, the governor
stated that in some instances, convict labor was in direct competition
with civilian labor. Gordon felt that these problems were so serious
that the state would not be justified in continuing the system. There¬
fore, he advocated changing the system legally to rectify its defects;
the same system in which he at one time held an interest.
In response to Gordon's message, the General Assembly made a
resolution calling for information regarding the convict lease system.
The governor, in turn, on December 10, 1886, delivered a message to the
^^josephine B. Floyd, "Rebecca Latimer Felton, Political Independent,"
Georgia Historical Quarterly. XXX (1964), 28-30; A. Elizabeth Taylor,
"The Abolition of the Convict Lease System in Georgia," Georgia Historical
Quarterly. XXVI (1942), 274.
63Executive Minutes (1886).
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Assembly presenting a complete history of the lease system from its
inception in 1868 to its then existing state. However, the Legislature
did not make any significant attempts to legally change the system. The
only action taken by the body was the passage of a bill, later made law,
rewarding good behavior of convicts by shortening the length of their
sentences. It specifically provided that two months were to be deducted
for the second year and three months for the remaining year of the
convicts' sentence. This legislation only applied to convicts who were
not sentenced to life imprisonment.®^
The first commutation of sentence was granted to three convicts by
Governor Gordon on January 21, 1887. The shortened sentences were
awarded to Frank McBride, Sydney Carter, and Henry Hatfield because of
their constant good conduct since their imprisonment. In addition, the
three individuals assisted penitentiary officers and risked their lives
in an attempt to quell disturbances at the Rising Farm Camp in Dade
County, Georgia.®®
Yet, Gordon was not satisfied with the commutation bill because he
felt that it did not solve the problems existing in the convict lease
system. So, in the summer of 1887, he ordered an investigation into the
conduct of the lessees of convict lease companies numbers 1, 2, and 3.66
His authorization of the investigation was based on an 1881 law which
provided for convict lease companies in the state to be inspected at
®^Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of




least once a month, reporting information regarding conditions of camps
and convicts, diet, treatment, and especially any report of maltreatment
of convicts together with any violation of the law for the governing of
the convicts on the part of the lessees. The governor had the right to
revoke lessee contracts or impose fines if it was found that any lessee
was guilty of contract violation.67
At the conclusion of the investigation, it was indicated that the
officers and members of the lease companies had not personally inflicted
cruelty upon the convicts, noting that they had endeavored to provide the
necessary shelter, food, and clothing for the convicts. However, the
investigation showed that while the officers and members of the companies
tried to provide for the well-being of the prisoners, there was not
enough personal supervision over the convicts at the camps, which was
required by law. Secondly, it was found that there were instances in
which the convicts were subjected to excessive whipping as well as un¬
reasonable and excessive labor. Thirdly, it was indicated that the
companies in violation of the law would be held totally responsible for
the infractions committed by their agents and subordinates at the camps.
Consequently, convict lease companies number 2 and 3 were fined for cruel
treatment $2,500 each. Charges were dismissed against lease company
number 1.68
Since the 1887 investigation of the convict lease camps, it,
apparently, was felt that the system was working reasonably well. There
67Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Georgia, 1880-1881 (Atlanta, 1881), p. 106.
68Executive Minutes (1887).
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was no legislative action taken or executive orders issued of a serious
nature regarding the system. Governor Gordon even praised the "success¬
ful" operation of the system in a message to the General Assembly in
November 1888. Thus for the remainder of his term or tenure as governor,
the convict lease system received little attention.®^
In another message to the General Assembly in July 1887, Gordon
indicated that he felt a Commission on Pardons should be established.
He noted that the creation of such a commission would relieve the
executive of attending to all pardons, reprieves, clemencies, and com¬
mutations. (It is important to note that during his two administrations,
Gordon was responsible for making 92 pardons and 24 commutations of
sentences.)^® In the same address, he recommended that some plans be
adopted to remedy the poor sanitary and living conditions in the local
jails. He came to this conclusion because he noticed that prisoners
coming from the local jails into the state penitentiary were in poor
physical condition compared to prisoners in the custody of the state.
He stated that the legislature might provide for an inspection of all
jails and other prisons of the state and prescribe certain conditions as
to light, ventilation, drainage, and more, which must be complied with
in the construction of every jail in Georgia before it could be accepted
and used as a place for the confinement of prisoners.
S^ibid. (1888)*, Taylor, "The Origins and Development of the Convict





During his four years in office. Governor Gordon was also mainly
concerned with improving and expanding Georgia's educational system. It
was during Gordon's two administrations that public education was made
possible to practically all school-aged children, even though the systems
were legally bound to provide separate schools for the black and white
races. In addition, there was no tuition required to attend school.
Also, the common school law provided for the establishment of evening
schools for the instruction of those children or youth over 12 years of
age, who could not attend day schools because of their employment.
And, by 1890, Gordon was able to assert that the enrollment of pupils in
the public schools was 830,000 more than it was in 1886, when he first
assumed office.73
Also, during Gordon's administration, the Georgia School of Tech¬
nology was opened in Atlanta and the Georgia Normal and Industrial
College for white girls was opened in Milledgeville.74 in addition,
there was a law passed in 1889 that made it possible for white girls
to be admitted to all branch colleges of the State University of
Georgia.75
72Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Georgia, 1886-1887 (Atlanta, 1887), p. 68.
73journal of the Senate of the State of Georgia, at the Session of
the General Assembly, Commenced at Atlanta, Wednesday, November 5, 1890
(Atlanta, 1890), pp. 19-20.
74ibid.
75Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Georgia, 1888-1889 (Atlanta, 1889), p. 123.
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After two years of Gordon's administration, the state was in good
financial condition and this trend continued throughout his second term
as well. However, it was during his first term in office that the most
significant progress was made. There was in the treasury a balance of
$230,000 after disbursements of the preceding year amounting to $1,900,000
were sold at four-and-a-half percent premium, which according to the
governor was the highest price ever paid for Georgia's bonds. And, the
Comptroller-General's report showed taxable property of the state
amounting to $357,167,458.^®
As Governor Gordon's second term neared an end, he showed an
interest in returning to the United States Senate. During this period,
the Populists or Farmers' Alliance had gained extensive support in the
state and Gordon realized, being the opportunist he was, that in order
to win the Senate seat, he would have to gain the confidence of the
group in some way. Gordon was a member of the Democratic party and the
Bourbon Triumvirate, both of which had lost considerable political power
in the state as the Farmers' Alliance gained more and more support.
However, the governor, in his attempt to win the confidence of the power¬
ful Alliancemen, in all of his campaign speeches tried to identify or
relate his platform with that of the Populists. In these speeches
Gordon basically said that he and the Alliancemen advocated equal and
exact justice for all and special privileges for none. In addition, the
group wanted lower taxes and a "just and liberal system of banking," as
76Executive Minutes (1888).
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well as, "a full supply of stable currency, at the least possible cost
to the masses,
Even though Gordon identified with the basic platform of the
Alliancemen, he did not support the party's subtreasury bill, a federal
relief plan calling for the establishment of warehouses or elevators
where farmers could store their nonperishable crops at significant
savings, because he felt that it would not bring the relief the party
members expected.
The governor's opposition to the subtreasury plan was not expected
and caused serious discussion as to how his stand would affect him in
the senatorial election. Gordon personally felt that his stand against
the plan would not hurt his chances of winning or gaining the U.S,
Senate seat.^^ He was right in his contentions because when the General
Assembly met on November 18, 1890, to elect a U.S, Senator, Gordon
received a majority of the votes cast in both the Georgia House of
Representatives and Senate. He was declared duly elected U.S. Senator
to represent the State of Georgia in the U.S, Congress for a six-year
term beginning March 4, 1891, and ending March 4, 1897.^0
Gordon's return to the U.S. Senate in 1890 ended his four-year
direct political involvement in the state, during which time he served
^^Atlanta Constitution, August 21, 1890.
78ibid.
^^Ibid., August 22, 1890,
^^Journal of the Senate of the State of Georgia at the Session of
the General Assembly Commenced at Atlanta, Wednesday, November 15, 1890
(Atlanta, 1890), pp. 113-14.
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as governor of Georgia. The year 1890 is also significant in that it
marks the end of the control of political affairs in the state by the
Bourbon Triumvirate, of which Gordon was a member.
Gordon served as governor during the time during which blacks were
gradually being stripped of their civil and political rights--the period
described as the Nadir by the noted historian Rayford H. Logan.The
impetus to this movement was the Compromise of 1877, when the Republican
party abandoned the black man's cause in exchange for the possession
of the presidency. In Georgia this meant that the blacks were subject
to the whims or dictates of the ruling white class, which in every way
attempted to keep them as second class citizens in their effort to keep
the blacks in their "place." This was evident in almost all aspects of
black life and served as the rationale for decisions, legislative
activities, action and activities directly and indirectly concerning
and/or involving blacks.
The first of such incidents occurred during Gordon's first term of
office in 1887 which concerned Atlanta University. The governor brought
it to the attention of the General Assembly in a special message on
July 7. Governor Gordon indicated that the Board of Visitors, appointed
to attend the examinations of Atlanta University, found that there were
white students attending the institution. After discussing the matter
with school officials, the Board of Visitors ascertained that Atlanta
University planned to continue admitting all students regardless of color
or race. The Board interpreted the actions of the school as an attempt
Rayford W. Logan, The Negro in American Life and Thought: The
Nadir, 1877-1901 (New YorkT The Macmillan Company, 1954).
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to break down the existing barriers against the co-education of the two
races. The Board further contended that the practice was wrong and "an
improper use of the money appropriated by the state to [the! institution,"
because the money appropriated to Atlanta University was supposedly
solely used for educating blacks and the discovered attendance of white
children in the school violated the law as well as established custom.
Gordon essentially concurred with the findings of the Board of
Visitors. He further indicated that he believed that the co-education
of the races was detrimental to the blacks because he believed "all races
which have achieved anything in this world have been homogeneous." In
addition, he felt that if blacks were to benefit from education, it must
be kept separate and distinct and that to ignore this was "illegal."®^
In conclusion, Gordon stated that he was in favor of continuing to
provide the funds for educating blacks. However, the issue at hand was
how could the annual appropriation of $8,000 be used to secure the best
education for blacks, according to Gordon. And, Gordon indicated that
the State Commission of Public Schools suggested that the sum be awarded
or granted in "maintaining a normal school for the education of [black!
teachers; or the legislature might approximate this sum if deemed
advisable to some of the well-established [black! institutions taught






The "illegal" practices at Atlanta University alarmed some members
of the legislature and immediately a bill was introduced making it
"penal" for any teacher to educate black and white children in the same
institution in the state. The author of the bill, "A bill to protect
the rights of white and colored people," Representative Glenn said that
the measure merely emphasized the law and as well "protects the negro in
the negro schools against irruption of whites, and it protects the whites
in the white schools against irruption of negroes..." He felt his bill
was non-discriminatory because "under the school law of Georgia the
rights are absolutely equal." He further indicated that the blacks had
the same educational advantages as the whites in the state, even though
they paid "a very small fraction of the taxes," in comparison to whites.
To support his contention, Glenn noted that "their university" [Atlanta
University] received an appropriation of $8,000 just as the State
University [the University of Georgia], and that in the public schools
systems in the city there is equal accommodation for blacks and whites,
"though the systems are practically supported by whites." And, based
upon these reasons, "the two races have equal rights in the school and
university system of Georgia.
The Glenn bill would not be acted upon in the legislature until the
first week of August. In the meantime, Atlanta University lost the
yearly appropriation and Morris Brown College immediately made appli¬
cation for the funds.86 However, the institution supported and operated
by the African Methodist Episcopal church was not awarded the $8,000.
^^Atlanta Constitution, July 19, 1887.
86 Ibid., July 20, 1887.
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Finally on August 2, the Glenn bill was under consideration in
the House of Representatives during which time the author of the
measure reiterated his stance concerning the bill. At the conclusion
of Glenn's remarks, one of the two black members of the body. Represen¬
tative Anthony Wilson of Camden County had this to say about the bill:
I oppose the bill as unconstitutional, and because
it is wrong in policy. I admit that the law requires
separate schools, but this bill applies to Sunday
schools. The law applies to common schools, but this
bill to private. It discriminates altogether against
a single class—teachers.
There are things more dangerous than coeducation,
although I am not contending for it... The law says
the social status of the citizen shall never be the
subject of litigation. Is the bill not litigating
on social status? Social equality will take care of
itself despite of legislation. I do not know of a
single negro asking admission into a white school.
I am ready to go hand in hand... in drawing the
color line.87
Also concerning the bill, the other black legislator. Lectured Crawford
of McIntosh County, said:
I am not the champion of coeducation, especially if it
means intermarriage. The $8,000 appropriated to the
university belongs to the United States, and the negroes
are entitled to it. If Georgia takes it away where
will she put it?^o
Despite the arguments against the measure, the Glenn bill passed
in the House, the count being 124 votes for the legislation and two
votes against it. The two lawmakers opposing the measure, as can be
expected, were Wilson and Crawford.




"If Georgia takes it away where will she put it?" asked black
legislator Crawford in reference to Atlanta University's appropriation
of $8,000. The money was simply placed in the State treasury for three
years, amounting to $24,000, until in 1890 Governor Gordon proposed
that one-third of the money be used for the establishment of a state-
supported, non-sectarian school exclusively taught and patronized by
blacks and that two-thirds be awarded to the Georgia State College of
Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts.^®
Nearly a year transpired after the Atlanta University controversy
before a group of about 350 leading black Georgians convened in Macon
on January 1888, to discuss among other things the status and needs of
blacks in the state. Many resolutions were read at the meeting, some
of which were critical of the penal and educational systems in Georgia,
two of the major concerns of Governor Gordon. Finally, the assembly
adopted a platform which contained eight specific items: (1) reform
in the selection of jurors; (2) an end to discrimination on common
carriers; (3) denounciation of the withdrawal of money from Atlanta
University; (4) abolishment of the penitentiary; (5) guaranteed pro¬
tection in exercising their right to the franchise; (6) urging blacks
in every county to organize for legislative races; (7) urging its members
to "vote for the friends of [black] education;" and (8) the establish¬
ment of a militia with official recognition of all citizens connected
with it.91
^^Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Georgia
at the Session of the General Assembly Commenced at Atlanta, Wednesday,
November 5, 1890 (Atlanta, 1890), pp. 54-56.
91Atlanta Constitution, April 1, 1888.
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Generally, Gordon did not champion the black cause while governor
of Georgia, thus allowing the movement to keep blacks as second class
citizens to continue full force in the state. Blacks were still dis¬
criminated against educationally by the state maintaining separate and
unequal school facilities for the race. They had practically been
excluded from participation in politics and on juries. Regarding
transportation and other public accommodations, segregation and dis¬
crimination remained the norm. The number of black inmates in the state
penitentiary steadily increased during Gordon's two administrations.
And lynchings^2 not uncommon occurrences during his four years as
governor.
^^Gordon's incoming correspondence while governor contained numerous
letters from private citizens who had witnessed lynchings of blacks and
urged the governor to take some action on behalf of the black victims as
well as the black population as a whole. However, Gordon did not send
these informants a reply or take any action whatsoever.
^^Clarence A. Bacote, "Negro Proscriptions, Protests, and Proposed
Solutions in Georgia, 1880-1908," Journal of Southern History, XXV
(November 1959), 486-87; 478-79.
CONCLUSION
John Brown Gordon, Confederate war hero, was skillful in obtaining
political office. He knew what affiliations to establish and what
causes to champion, both of which he did. He was in every sense of the
word an opportunist.
He served as governor of Georgia for four years, being elected for
a two year term twice in 1886 and 1888; thus, he was governor from 1886
to 1890. During this time he was mainly concerned with improving the
state's penal and educational systems, and its financial condition.
However, regarding the status of blacks, he did not do anything to
improve their situation. In fact, it appears that he would have done
almost anything to keep them as second class citizens, as specifically
manifested by his firm stand in favor of maintaining separate schools
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